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OR making mud desk this isyourrecipe: Fist you catch 
' youth who thinks be wants to grow up to be a steam. 
Boutman. Formerly that part oft was avery mach easier 

dae than toy 
Taving caught hin, to accustom him to irregular hours ara 
token seep en toallKindso’ weathers nd al Kandsof underooe- 
Ingo, you teach him to walk uphill of «swaying tagelank ad to 


trp for the benk before your packet's move touches, and ita 
CoE stich frequectly ineickwith yellow mir or teacharons with 
‘crumbly died Glad.” Vou schoo! kim to perlorm hie duties 

Sn shore with accuracy and dipateh and then, sabe 

pulls ou, to do a fing leap Yor the tp of a sped 
Ewinging perch and—evea though ‘his fet nay” be 

‘damp of sticky cy, and often are—to. balance 

msc thereon like barebacke-rider on a bump: 

tacked tone, Finally you mst make him satis 

el with small wages and ‘whet he can eat, 

which wually i acosiderable amount, and ii 

Sith bis comparatively tremble place wear the 

rat of ths voter, 

Tut ar myards young Renny Doser, they did not have to 
catch him "He Sad ita you might sn, iv Sa blood, being the 
Tistof alist of stesmbontien "His later before hi had been 
‘mean tkewisest last twoofhisuacles mere desks. Socneday in 
isalceteenth year when be wen, all tang up ie hi ong aes 
fd legs down the hill and Sought oat Captain Nick Rodabssh 
tithe Richmond P. Hotson, and difdealy stated his ambitions 
Sd Sold, while vainly endeavoring 10 swallow several tnvidble 
Plageor-egas that he Had ead thre wss's Yaeaney inthe ofce 
{End he boped--fambling now with his large ve hands—-that his 

lication might formally be considered, be was accepted on the 

To the apprasing eve of Captain Nick this did ot soem ex 
actly pense materi, but material f any art was bale o ome 
is then it once upon a time had heen. Things no longer were 
as ther had been when shipper might pick and choose among 
the smart ‘uventes 0” the community. As Mr, jericho Haley, 
the oficial pessimist of thelocl what, ad sad in the captain's 
Aang ja ere the oe dy 

Wat's the use of the gov mint talkin’ about squandesin’ all 
these ete aions of dol far bck atl date sn ich ty 
fake a tine-foot stage the year ruta the fst pla 
ii mere doy bina the pan of Grd Ah 
line’ and ia th second placa pone! they coud? 10d take 
am and vas to fish the job, wean i? 

"Wal, teen ears fram nom, yes, or ten, the way things aie 
spin’ now, where'd they et the cet to run them lets. new 
FEtndangle steel fregaters they talk se lagitty about? How 
‘many pibts and enginenrs and so forth die there ase t0 be 
Thngis round this very towne And how many of Ym at left? 
And How many ely ooys ait takin’ up steambentn’ fur & 


livin? Jestabout one wheie there asd wo be forest about! 


"ia messue, Capita Rodabush shared the gitomy’ view 
points "A mafody of the veteraas dil share them. Say he 
feeded a med clerk, He tovk what he orld get. These wervoc 
‘isn subsequently ‘hen he was moved to erat 

Yes, ad onc tock ka gil por, too? 

Bees youne Benny Dorler wae not a gitering cess at 
his choo profession. "It wasnt for lack of tring’ One <x 
Sanding touble with Benny was that he cout contol his 

He was incredibly 
ise—if 3 fanglng ad lose jointed 
{o fave any eaten ithe. would Jan 
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Grile Winky’ man. 

mr toward Rous as 
‘prseive. So shas wat how # wast Berns 
eval sbew Ber tbe suff that eat Bim 


couldnt for the life of kim manage to keep out of the way of 
Styone else. Another score countable againe him, was that he 
‘eas’ lost bis hed whic, ss his impatient superiors had ben 
ead to exclaim, was a very tiling los indeed and not worth 
wonving over. 

ie small emergencies »terifc embarrassment overcame this 
unfertanate young ma so that his tongue altered ands Aam’s 
{ope enol sea ad consti of fe, 
‘tod out lke pale and plaintive star from the blaing sunset 
Fis bes. Pilly and fr the summieg-ap, be was choniealy 
‘dicted othe habi of falling ove. Over, though, oa tne crit 
‘Ste ofthe lager thove was this to he tll for him’. He wast 
‘iid of workt and he had x monderal dispniion. Un site of 
venhing ei You Jat hal ke hm, ie 

Filling in lover~that, it ws. commonly agreed, res 
speatest laut.” With or without provocation, and lacking ay 
Sroourigement whatsoever he gave bis ardent heat to evey 

personabe female, maiden or widow, ast lght be, who st fot 
Ehourd the Richmond Hobson, Healways ott back though 
That hopetal heart-of his seemel to have the reseey of 
ne ebb te drab of cat nia ts ov po 

© with the fst of the white crew 


"Sok out ty standby, kid,” someone, witha wink and si 
‘would aay." "Yonder comes another member of the oppos) 


“Oh, shut up your mouth and quit your foolin’” the vietit 

hard "ou folem make me sick”, 
ight but none of us aint responsible tur & 
Say, It up, won't you plese” 


A Story of the 


9 
® 


Illustrations 
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Love-sickness—that"s 
whut ails youy my 903, and 
frum the way i lois 1a me, 
you've got the trouble in the 
mest violet form there i= ‘T'reckin theres no hope 
far you neither il sme woman ap sid tris 

‘That's said to werk a complete cure in some cases 
(Certainly rdicele 4d not help the complaint. On an average 
ofsbout once a month he eoull be counted upon to oblige the 
“There was the lovey litle heiress from away up North, the 
ne wih the blue eyes and the maize-yellow hair, who was 00 


Mersray to Shiloh with her grandiather, a veteran of the Union 
armies, and now, by all accounts including his wa, preeminent 


inthe Jour-miliag interests of Si-Faul, Minzésoea.” Ske vas 
Yosshiped dumbly and irom alar—Benny dl auch of his wor 
Sizing at a distance—untl the spoiled teauty, perhape mot 
Inoving her volte carded to hin, or peraaps not especially 
farm whether it dif—being at the age when prety ils re 
Thay’ be cruel by intent inquired uf Mr- Given, the ciet 
fauinecr, why tint gavks, sandy-headed young man adn't 
liained to remember where he put his feet down, so thatthe next 
tine he wanted to use them he coud pick them up agaln wi 
fat eturnbling over ene or both "He Wed eway thems with the 
Hal ound of Bt, Gives tone ugh ging bie tngbng 
fr, and uring the remainder of her journey ventured no tmore 
tia longue range of ee 


10~to cite a particularly joyous instance—there was the 
race, full voiced star piteher of the Amazoeian Dimond 
Gramps, « smewhst ‘weather beaten egqregetion ot athlete 
es whose predecewors of eae oF two beioe hal een 
no lame as the Chicago Bboner Gils. The champions 
‘Ne ig up the river te flan engagement withacack atu 
fine 2tShetbeld. Young Benny took one Tork a he tof them 
Ai ade nstant coir and sacumbed te. 
sume evening, skepicism regarding the authenticity o 
ishandasmo chermer was aronoed inthe beast of Mes Chile, 
fhe head cles. ‘These doubis were coniimel next mating 


Romantic Riyer 


Alorng the breakfast 
ths shrewd “observer i 
along past the ladies’ t 
ntvsaw where, under 
rounded chesks, the suspect 
newdot a shave 
for a elect few who ieined hin 
2 secret campaige of watchiul 
waiting Ther had the retard hen 
mustered up the courage to offer th 
ect of hs admiration a eral pt 
‘worn “winter bouquet” purchased by 
him ina general store at a way-landing 
thereupon ‘the reeplent, stepping 
Tor dhe moment out of character, ti 
sraciusly declared that a. chew of tchace 
would be prelerable tos bunch of dri fodder 
They almost laughed the boy to death over th 
afar 
And there—oh, there must have been fully dozen 
ast all of them procesionaly compassed within. Ben 
Doster’ rst year of service. Ove round trp fr fling 
three easung round trips ior geting over it—that 
‘woth fagiyeoc Une be el belt ane cages 
fart Mr, Given claimed that having Benny along was like hav 
ing an animated 
Ai just by keping sn eve on thelr mad cer 


Tt was perhaps characteristic ofthe species that when Rena 


Dosier finely did go the Imit, amativey spesking, ke should 
delicate his afections to obe who, buh yearsanl experience 
fanket him by very consiersble margins At thirty-five oF 


therafter even, your average unattached mak isgiven to loking 
‘with delight upon mere cits in Uber alluring later teens. Ibe 
Siesinae donee oom xa bs tor yong 


Tat at twenty—and Henny had recently celebrated his 
iwentith anniversary when tis came ts pusy—one free! 
pesees tie eaters Vie All ab ca coll sound ss oy 


falzed he had beer wasting his time snd his thoughts ~and 
‘oz oceasionhissalary—upon miscelangous females, eb th 
{Bis storm towed, this hitter minol wth sweet perod, a Hind 
‘destiny was preserving him expresly for Miss Rosetta Finchley 
‘Miss Rovetta Finchley did not enter his ie and then svi 
depart Rais rings tells eked vom ce 
ike. To be mur ahe came sd ahe went, but repubaty at 
Intervals she teappeated. she was & taveling salesvoman ‘or 
{jopbing etablthment in Chattanoogs, and fer temniton” was 
the ower valley of tho Teansasee River 
‘On a deny spring morning at some incunseaucatil port which 
thereafter Would remain photographed on Benny's brain as the 
funegllded background for 2 most gris visi, she bearded 
the Richmond B-Hebson. Sucoqseatiy ani en int the sm 
‘mer, she preferably booked her passiges ox the same packs 
For the tng and ‘ailormade Mist Finchey would aever see 
thiedeth Uurthday excepting abe looked over her shoulder an 
in those three davs of eiurely dowastrean journeving {0 
‘mouth, she had ald not one but two strings to het bow. 
‘She overlooked no chances, Miss Finchley. which perhaps 3s 
counted for her sues agaiest masculine competition on 
toadeand the by roads of merchandising. Asbetween an excelent 
[Prospect ane an easy conquest se woud encourage the conquest 
End the prospect dear imsell, one way of the other 
‘ite no one conld Hime ber for that~at past thie 
Something swatensd in Henny" bosom the moment he knew 
heraometting deep and string, something wha seme 
ber of his Ueing."Te wae a something which nave 
‘would ll tim with a desire do aobie denis before the exes of 
Tis dylove and then again would make him crave to Gop down 
efor her and let ber cad upom him with er dainty Tet 
Trmide him lie awake thre the night's more oF less silent 
veatches conjuring up gallant speeches fer ber private eat, only 
Ty cay to tarmhim ito an iaartewate ant fumbling ood) when 
the opportanity t speak came, It made him write wildly amor. 
‘ts verses, wich be tore, and Ste, formal lters, which hi 


70 The Mud Clerk 


mailed; andthe vores were replete with “love” and “doves” of him as the thinl clerk, never as the mad clerk He believe 
and thou arte” nd my snd “ebec,” that, didn't he? 
bt the eters always ended with" Vours Respect 
Temede him long to grip the throat ef Piet Lon Winfrey and Hedid—most gladly he di He wished to tell her of clerks why 
torist that useful organ beyond recognition era the dapper and had ied at thete posts, of subordinates who, in the mst of pane 
Scieonident Mr, Wintrey he jealousy beheld a formidable and dread daaster, had played heroe roles. But her band fel 
Fival Ie made him crave to eafold her within an 
veratng nace, ye pe yarn aris os =e 
‘Gi ae but brah againat him the hom of her gar 
toot Ie wen made him forget he had an appetite 
As pend thera, take the blessed hoot of the 
fragrant May nooniog when it they met and had 
‘covers; of rather, dhe conversed, and he, red as 4 
Fipe beet and sculling with his soles on the geit- 
fvered hirscane root, made signs” and) ruled 
Wordless sounds. Presendy, stealng up from the 
> below, came ich feybag sacl “Abo nases 
the citer af heavy chitaware, the Gale af 


1c Bon harkened not, nor heeled, nor 
ied even, For once he was unavare of 
clamorous gang being beaten by a calan-boy who 
passed trom cafin to boerdeck. Hess's Bing on 
cen turque aglide ove a silver se 
asthe Lady ho eventually remarked tha 
arly tout bs canner. cn eae 


iy wy ofa Bin, tht he kad be 
oehy. Nr Gives sai later that he coil noe 
fecal a prevos instance of their md clerk beng 


Talminute late about getting there 


F in the 
ld. with not a single chanicterstic symptom 
"'Maklag her second tip a fortnight later, Miss 
Winctley the more woarey ieted the shtehie upon 
her junior captive co tobe posse fe 
the cascots printer srndy chained hand and foo 
Me. Winfrey though, war sicned to be sltth he 
tres hein but he war cael of enticement tnd 
ree bachelor 80 long 
He made an attentive courtier stl he showed re 
Tuctance fr the hobbies nt the halter which might 
be fashioned from the fae of any sraigh-out 
‘ecaration on i pat 
Te vas on her next trp that Mist Fiachley, beng 
thope actuntel by motives whith under sting 
eumunances wore perfects Jegimatey took ad 
cntage af lla Seidel oneded dislg with 
the apt and. practically voles Henny, 10 ask 
‘Questions raring the prospective fire. of & 
‘Steambeat clerk, aseontisted with, sav for example 
the poston ef already established pit. Or Fer. 
haps she merely spake at rand, Anyhow, ae 
Oh om i be Sine to grade ft aa 
clench and torve so mach reponabity and all 
‘hat: ut wasn't tree that promerions in this fel 
Soofen came so sly? A plot had very respon: 
Elle ost, or, did't be?—diferent, feo, fom 
2 clits but with duties to perfor which, ian ae 
‘en earned such as 2 wreck of a ht, might 
sic the ve ote pg, Se el one 
mower, het asa pilot pace 
oetand to the wheal wat the nat sel yao eohore 
fen though he drowned or wes bart up. How 
ble an et that woul be—to sacri oc ove 
“But thea, probably a good clerk never shined 
anges itr ae ws te sre oft Sh 
vss k-se cou help woadering--why’ was it plot drew a lightly thea, in the meest suggestion of cares, upon his uve 
Inge ay than auy he ofc a oe deere ee arm, onl al be could do was meme aad wage = a 
Maybe thet wa jst talk? z Why mast he beso dumb when torrents of eloquenes sunt 
And why was tthe insisted on calling the third clerks mud’ within him? Why had ature set Choe locked fod gat 
clerk? Personal, she liked the tle of third clerk sa mich htter. down inside him?” He ald hime, since he coud not tel Bt 
[sounded so much more ignited. For one, she always thought that fever thete came schance—vel, he'd show ber, he'd SOW 


‘wher, or red 


C.Benny gave bis ardens ear 
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‘enboiy else, too. Dens spake louder than words. Some ga 
{int deet woul! be his adveente, revealing to her bow boundless 
Pei Se sotien, bere cesta charmcie, low strong the vey 
‘Tap a ier of hin 

And the second trip thereafter, Miss Finchley again being 
among those present, hs chance did come. Os the ede of 


(909 prionable female aboard the Richmond P. Hobson 


file of a baking hot eveting, the Richmond P. Hisbion, 
uoound,raa heading into # promising baby evelone. 
vas but tle warning; indeed, you might say Uhere was 
fp warning at all All that ixemoon the packe: had plowed 
at tro cokng Banke lat ser Hes over 
7, 
The aterooms were like so maay litle bake-overs; the 


Jong strech of cabin space, 
‘pene was draftsss and teriby hurls you uu 
‘on the buricane ro. 

“Supper having been eaten, the passengers snd such member 
the crew as were olf watch, st ell forward on the bole deck in 
Timp and listless tscomlort and watched the twin Tews of tal 

Weoded hills side past sid vanish dato the mist 
Iachind. Not bresth of sr uid the sinc of 
wate; it ly smooth and looked dead, andthe 3p 
proach of dusk brought o saggeston of coolness 

All at ones the man in the plot bocse was aware 
of cris supurons lowing agsinet the heaves 
and, by reflection, upon the ver. One moment i 
wast there ani the next, soit Seeme, i was. N: 
‘vind bad brought either, and yet beyond the sk 
line be eaugit 2 confused sound, a sort of faraway 
roaring sound, ‘He abook his perspiring bead in an 
hoyae tnd bevibiermeat. Per al tat it glowed 
10 the manifestation gave off mo ral she 

‘On the contrary, the adjacent shoce-marks, had 
suudenly become indistinct behind a strange ominous 

The worried stecraman peered sight, then loft 
then alead, and ‘the permiation in his palms 
‘congested to a coll moisture, and he snatched Ih 
wos over bard ar sankel at his bel-crds, send 
Ing a jangle of lars aignae to. the engineer, 
he, before anyone else in authority, saw the thing 
coning 

TE wns coming up and at them oat ofthe mest 
though the sun. gc down to hot and sng 
fodled anaetial demon in ts bed beyond the orion 
Ieilterally leaped ato view above were the paral 
ing ines af boundary Ds secre to some fog 
in'the next bead on beyond. Tt was not funne 
shaped as your surmer Cvster usally x. Tt Wes 0 
4 chiindrical shape and Ie nese the cxstemar Ta 
Te'was yellowish with some green init, and it ad 
sort of venomous radiance, and sokentiy i son 
Shout, spun about, like «balloon faa votes 

‘Splanlag and howlig, fe Loended over the 
top, the frees onthe crete ofthe hile tsting 
‘napping and spliting under its pasing swipes an 
it dipped down and hit the fiver tueae 

ugly sea, abd caught the steamer 2. quartering 
‘rake and tous ber about and sent her hess 
downstream, wile confused uproar of stare 

ios and shouted orders fused with the creaking 

er ets al fh eg ahr tee 


ave cocked 


“Yes rl an sd he sar nd pice on the 
carsenng packet forte paricuar plaything 
favoral toys encompassed her completly I 
took ber nt tends aod sen he ight dow the 
fiver, and al the whe the umes desi end lor 
nde Bomever as tm er favors strait 
sey Boy of Gt fev wonld bore vom her 
Sxiely, be this peti te monster by being 
ier st on tis fai and then en tha, kept he 
ving bur lke kept ber fom capeling Fora 
Tt de cece eo edly, ne ie fl 
sreater than ever it had been under stam 

Ttcamed Sor long oot a grest gar of ghting 
yume blag sesh tug te banyak, nd 
‘hander powertal maugh tobe Beard above the 
‘wind’ screaming crashed out overbead. Therevith 
toments of rin slescerdid, and in the comparative 
facet wich intantasonaly enue, ome 
Fets called cat in tones of shaky grid, “Thank 
Goit® 

‘Mimcuously the Richrond F. Hobson found her 
sel longer Playing thet hore tertotum game 
it rcking in the rumpled wake of er tormentor 
which having disonged er and taken a second 
Bounce, ras gone tit and away for parts unknon, 
ss. distant, lemering tumult to the torteastward txtied 

‘nthe steamer the rel saceeing the ter was ated to be 
a very bi li.” Because mediated, aad belere persons cul 
fake mock oftheir semaons or even remember what the b 
‘done so aa, «freak cae for epprehensonaroue A frightened 
‘captain ofthe watch, whose ordtarlyblack skin had taken on 
{Bear of wet wood-thes and sill (Conard page 117) 
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eae that pallid overtone, ran up from be-by her sie. ‘The avaabe space by ber side calealation bad allowed for. The sbraptly 


[GriospreadGienews thatthe fal ad sprung ac tenanta by Pt Wiale Ou hero was falted craft const er quivering and eh 
‘Slat and wes iling Sharp on he Ten fet or se rom them wien, y's dimmass before Benny qa tring to swallow the Tee 
‘hee ising, eran logos, Aiamination steaming ftom’ window inthe neste iver ad decid to ce the £3 
Sr. texas wat overhedy He sow chemsnd thy" tanirom set bed chosted out is ad ties 
"The ivation again was perilous, The cap- rat feast she—saw him.” Mr- Winlrey was the bon safely beached on tthallow and ne 
ta aot hs cre cing one ofthe consulted vests About ire danger for angbody=aod a hata 
ay os thereat, Bees ten in moments ports, his manner ogivng was waraing 

(evrele fand wag potectve, proprctoral "Sten Bena came up, and Bt stood there 
fScet that wopleaan “Shae ws bow twas, was it? So be it lng the oats spat tut 


spent He, Benny’ Doge, mad ler, oul 
shoe het the stl twa fn him He nd. igh then at that ps 
he alone, would ght for ber a path to possible fant moment, be heard. something, which 
an Ne ips Be, made eS SS 
eh & megphone of his hme ke a owe ‘er pn 
‘You couldet ser ‘your band copped hands and thragh i actos the nter~ She tughed loudly and sly 'and witht 
inex and. tig pace staaedl str ntntioe passes 
tec downy, the lod; eter Tt vas doula whether she heard there He hought—naturaly he thouht—she was 
‘rafts mac cfu sad peat ory Itghing thm 

tained cha. curt pata aig he wiped is eyes and peered aot 

i ectng pt wee be mri hn nn thet 
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rs climbing pis lee nd patting her om the tack. How 


uy 
fi 


ystrhlallwing a severe nervous sta 
ode sy tit fr pert asin he 


is 
i 
if 
4 


at 
LaF 


at 4 
‘ne ahead, tasting to Provsince that but dacptined rusers ‘Beyond peradcentare» young steamboats 
on Ina dtitely become ane sttamteatean 


= pace, "Hein Be hod )\Josr dy a nnd tai ry mie 
Alzealy, by the master’s orders, members Ung, aad hued detalling gp on Ben ‘by the steamers trom whee be had 
cer il se ey cette hits the wr Be ed “Ete gos aretha dt 
Sstanons and ditrbute them amen to butt into a lu, wich whut we're Na a teerpaed 
to.and fro. onthe drenched count of he Kickneel P” Hobsn nad. 

Ace, end bade them take statsns on the Sete. One paragraph down tear the foot 
‘cea a te page be cecal several tine, meee 


a 
: 
i 


pac dnt tate “i 
‘ahinged the outs asa 


et “For once im hi retmonng carer, his and scrsy te Music sate ne the wo: 
foot grip onthe stage war cere: ‘Without man hater spoiled for employment to the 
‘mae the farther co ‘Banagerof alae lumbering coer Barely 


Te 
cco Toot eal ne ina ar 
atlect be tll ang, aay of roca everything. pet 

sat anrcred ines mar 
TA beacon.” He cate down ead at, Sn lable not fone hie face ove of 


Ee eonm: pceonee ees 
eer Saye comran ts 
enemas pene ee 


‘wha about tom? 
a You don't mind, TL ake the jb ghat's 
‘he stambest far bck downsteam atleast plum tia the deep woods, lease, aby? aid 
‘le Terher back than her plots mental the womanater 


